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Stevenson, Washingilon

Federal agencies issue new plan for exploratory mining

By Philip L. Watness
The Pionear

A proposal to de explorato-
ry drilling normheass of Mount
5t Helens is back on the front
bumer after nearly two years
of review by the federal Bu-
reas of Land Menagement
(BLM}) and the U5 Forest
Service

Canadian firm Ascot Re-
sources Lid {doing business
m the United States as Ascot
USA Ine.) has proposed drll-
ing 63 test holes from 23 pads
to detertnine the extent of de-
posits of gold, molybdenum
and copper.

The BLM on Monday,
Aug. 7 published a Find-
img of Mo Significant Impact
(POMSI) and the forest ser-
vice concurred with that find-
ing on Thursday, Awg. 24, The

permit required approval by
the forest service because half
of the k) acres are in the Gif-
ford Pinchot Mational Forest.

Envircnmental groaps op-
posed to the proposal were
quick to criticize the draft de-
cisiore Mlatt Little, executive
director for the Cascade For-
eal Conservancy (previously
called the Gifford Pimchot
Task Force) issued a news
release expressing the orga-
nization's opposition o the
permiit,

“Tens of thousands of
peopls have expressed op-
positien to this proposal due
te its Impacts on clean water,
native fish, and recreation in
and arownd our mwosl ireagured
natienal monusment, el the
E.HL"IIL'il"_"ﬁ cowillmue Lo alvance
this dangerous proposal,” Lit-

tle wrote. “Allowing mining
gctivities in a pristine rver
valley alongside an active vol-
cano is simply ludicrous, We
will do all we can o stop it.”

The CFC has fought the
proposal since Ascot first ap-
plied for the permit on March
1, 200]1. The environmental
group sued the BLM and the
forest service after the agen-
cies issued the initial FORS]
on Mowv, 30, 2002, The CFC
was swccesaful in forcing the
BLM to review the decision
and modily the environmental
assessment twice in the ensy-
neg five years,

BLM wenl back w the
driwing table aber U5, Dis-
trict Court Judge Marco A,
Hemandez in Portland ruled
om July 3, 2014, that the agen-
¢y had failed to do proper en-

viranmendal asalyas for the
praject. Rather than fight the
decision, Ascot and BLM mu-
fually agreed o early 2015 to
drop their appeal of Heman-
dez’s decision and redo the
environmental decument.

The federal district court
Judge ruled that the 2012 doc-
wiment failed to addoess wheth-
e thee exploratory drilling was
consistent with e Gilfond
Fincho Mational Foress anel
Resource Muamggemeni Plan,
didot  mehede  information
ahout potential fmpacts on
groumdwater resources, and
didn't identify critical habitat
for Morthem spotted owls.

BLM issued the modified
assessment on Dec, 17, 2005,
and kicked off another round
of public comments, The lat-
esl verslon anempls 10 adidness

any new concemns raised in
earhy 2146,

Ascot has sought since
2000 1o condwct the explor-
atory drilling to determine the
existence of copper, gold, and
meolybdemim in the “Margs-
rel Deposit,” The company
dealled 11 of the 14 proposed
drall holes beflore work was
stopped after CFC (hreatened
it lawsuat,

Mscod spokesman Michael
MxDonakd said the objections
by CFC and others have baen
addressed in the modified en-
vironmental assessment,

“The USFS and BLM went
above amd beyond wihat was
required 10 address the is-
sues that arcae in the (2012)
court decision,” he siid. “The
courl never rubed agninst ouwr
Continued on p. 3

BLO1-G 1 ELe B0 OINY LR
EEHN 0 5 10000

WOET AES LE IMOR T M8 Hsp
LT 90 ISR] WIPMIL] PIOLIiEy

ramT

Read about how property
taxes will rise to fund
schools through local

levy and state-mandated

increases to pay for the
McCleary ruling in the Sept.

2 aditian af Tha BE

Inside:

= Sheriff's Office incident log, p. 5
* West end rezone effort denied, p. 5

* Photos from around Stevenson, p. 9
* Skamania Countv Fair nhntne = 4n

Wea

Submitted by Brian

Date Precif
August 21 0.00
August 22 0.00
August 23 0.00
August 24 0.00
- R il f| M



Wednesday, August 30, 2017

P‘nge i

Skamania County Pioneer

Exploratory mining...continued from p.1

project but only sowght some
additbonal review m the en-
vironmental analysis 1o study
impacts o autdoor recreation,
conduct o baseline ground wa-
ter analysis, pddress effective-
ness of mitigation measures,
and address other reasonable
altematives."

McDonald said the permnit
process has “dragged on for &
very long time.”

"0t 18 a sad testnment
e how outside groups sesk
te drive wp the cost of doing

business and push delays that
e only hort companies like
ours, but, more importantly,
hurt communities that ase
Iocking for economic oppos-
Ty, he said.

MeDomald samd the com-
pany bopes to begin conduct-
ing the tes1 drills next spring
because the 45-dav comment
period will push the final deci-
sion too late into the fall and
winber,

According 1w BLM, "Ob-
jections will be accepted only

AN

froiy those who have previ-
ously submitted specific wrii-
ten commeins regarding the
proposed project during scop-
ing or other designated oppor-
tunity for public comment. [s-
sues raised in ohjections must
be based on previcusly sub-
mitted timely, specific written
comments regasding the pro-
posed project unless basad on
mew informntion arising after
designated comment opportu-
nities."

That means that groups
like CFC cannot raise issues
dlready covered in the envi-
ronmental assesement or de-
cided by the federal court.

While Liitle claimed in
the CFC press release thas

the project “will significantly
harm wild steelhead popula-
tions in the Green River, de-
stroy recreational opportuni-
ties in the area, and pollute the
water supply of downstream
cmnmumnities,” those are all
issues the organization has
previowusly raised and which
the modified environmenta)
nssessment addresses,

The test drilling will deter-
mime whether the amount of
are on site is enough - offset
the investment and produc-
tion costs of mining the ansa,
Thar wiould mean the ore de-
posit would need 1o be af least
twice as large as the amount
established in 1969 by former
owners, The Duval Company.

However, the actual mining
might be conducted by anoth-
of mining firm,

“If we uncover a substan-
tial deposit, then we partner or
sell our entire stake to a major
mining company who has the
resources and expertize to de-

velop & mine pan, go lhr-:-u;i‘
permitting and conduct the
mine operation to safely ex-
tract the respurces in an en-
vironmentally sersifive man-
net,” McDonald said.
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