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Analysis steps for Gifford Pinchot Beaver Habitat Model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readjusted Score 

3.5 – High rank and in 

an unconfined valley 
3 – High rank       

2.5 – Medium rank 

and in an unconfined 
valley  
2 – Medium rank       

1.5 – Low rank and in 

an unconfined valley 
1 – Low rank 

0 and 0.5  – No rank   

Slope  Score 

<1%          4  

<2%          3 

<4%          2 

<6%          1 

>9%          0  

Bankfull Width 
Score 

<7m        4 

<10m      3 

<18m      2 

<24m      1 

>24m      0 

Cumulative 
Score 

Adjusted Score In an Unconfined 
Valley 

7 – 8 3 

+ 0.5  
6 – 7 2 

5 – 6 1 

0 – 5   0 

Calculate slope and bankfull width on perennial 

streams.  

Slope was derived from a digital elevation model. Bankfull width 

was determined through a regression equation using drainage 

area and average annual precipitation as inputs. All intermittent 

and ephemeral streams were removed from analysis. 

Run kernel density analysis to highlight areas 

with dense aggregations of suitable habitat 

points (with higher ranks having more weight) 

 

Using vegetation layers, determine where 

areas with a lack of hardwoods overlap with 

dense collections of suitable habitat points  

 

Remove points that are difficult to access, i.e., 

points beyond 0.5 miles of a road or 0.25 

miles of a trail. Remove points that are within 

0.5 miles of a highway. 
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